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a full week of great practices and
competition and it carried over. I
couldn't have been more proud
of the guys."
The second half proved to be
more of the same. The Tigers
even increased their lead to 35
points at one time. In what
proved to be the Tigers' most
well-played game of the season,

The day before the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday, The American Alliance of Amer-
ican Football team members from the Memphis Express, Orlando Apollos and Arizona
Hotshots used their day off to help feed those in need, a joint effort to better the San An-
tonio community.  The San Antonio Food Bank assigned the players to pack as many boxes
as they can in a two-hour timeframe. At the end of the day, the players packed 1,002 boxes
of food, which came out to 23,246 meals.  The Food Bank works with more than 500 client
service agencies to feed the 16 counties that make up the Southwest Texas area. Just last
year alone, more than 70 million pounds of food and groceries were made throughout the
program. The San Antonio Food Bank helped to feed around 58,000 individuals a week
and on Sunday morning. Jan. 20, The Alliance of American Football contributed its time
to that cause.  The teams were in San Antonio for practice sessions. (Photo/Courtesy: The Al-
liance of American Football’s Memphis Express).

seniors Kareem Bruton and Jere-
miah Martin contributed might-
ily. Bruton made a career high six
3 pointers. Martin had a career
tying 11 assists. 
The game was never really in

Memphis Tigers jump
out in early lead over
SMU ...  from sports page 1

in gameplan meetings with his
ideas, in-game with his under-
standing of situations and the
ability to get the most out of his
position group.  We spent a good
bit of time last week talking
about this opportunity. He has a
great deal of familiarity with our
players and the continuity of the
offense will allow our players to
continue to develop and im-
prove.”

Smith originally joined the Titans
coaching staff in 2011, working
as a defensive quality control
coach. He moved over to the of-
fensive side of the ball the next
season as a quality control coach.
In 2013, Smith assisted with the
offensive line and tight groups
and in 2014-15, he became assis-
tant tight ends coach. When Mike
Mularkey was elevated to interim

TN Titans
elevate
Arthur
Smith

from sports 1 

Redbirds and AutoZone Park set
to champ game ...from sports page 1
2016, a 3-1 win for the IL’s
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRid-
ers (Yankees) over the PCL’s El
Paso Chihuahuas (Padres), in
front of a raucous Downtown
Memphis crowd of 9,471.
“We are thrilled to have the

honor of hosting the Triple-A
National Championship Game
once again at AutoZone Park,”

Redbirds President/General
Manager Craig Unger said. “This
is a fantastic way to finish the
20th season in AutoZone Park
history, and being selected as re-
peat host is a feather in the City
of Memphis’ cap as it celebrates
its 200th anniversary. The 2016
game in Downtown Memphis
was a huge success, and it is ex-
citing to know that if the Red-
birds three-peat as PCL
champions they would be play-
ing for another Triple-A crown in
front of a hometown crowd!”
In addition to hosting the game
in 2016, Memphis has partici-
pated in the last two Triple-A Na-
tional Championship Games as
winners of the PCL and captured
its first national title in Septem-
ber with a 14-4 win over the
Durham Bulls (Rays) in Colum-
bus, Ohio. The Redbirds were
upended by the Bulls in 2017 in
Scranton, Pa., 5-3. Coinciden-
tally, Memphis and Durham also
met in the 2009 Triple-A Na-
tional Championship Game after
both won their leagues, and
Durham took that one in 11 in-
nings, 5-4.

When the Triple-A National
Championship Game hits Auto-
Zone Park in 2019, it will be the
14th edition of the game in its
current, single-game form. The
PCL holds an 8-5 lead over the
IL and has won five of the last
seven contests. Prior to becom-
ing a one-game showdown in
2006, the two league champions
competed in the best-of-five Las
Vegas Triple-A World Series
from 1998-2000.

From 2006-10 the game was
held at Chickasaw Bricktown
Ballpark, home of the Oklahoma
City Dodgers, but since 2011 the
game has rotated among Triple-
A cities each year.
For more information on the

2019 Triple-A National Champi-
onship Game, visit www.mem-
phisredbirds.com/nationalchamp
ionship.

Triple-A National 
Championship Game History

2006: Tucson 5, Toledo 2 (Okla-
homa City, Okla.)
2007: Sacramento 7, Richmond
1 (Oklahoma City, Okla.)
2008: Sacramento 4,
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre 1 (Okla-
homa City, Okla.)
2009: Durham 5, Memphis 4 (11
inn.) (Oklahoma City, Okla.)
2010: Columbus 12, Tacoma 6
(Oklahoma City, Okla.)
2011: Columbus 8, Omaha 3
(Albuquerque, N.M.)
2012: Reno 10, Pawtucket 3
(Durham, N.C.)
2013: Omaha 2, Durham 1 (Al-
lentown, Pa.)
2014: Omaha 4, Pawtucket 2
(Charlotte, N.C.)
2015: Fresno 7, Columbus 0 (El
Paso, Texas)
2016: Scranton/Wilkes-Barre 3,
El Paso 1 (Memphis, Tenn.)
2017: Durham 5, Memphis 3
(Scranton, Pa.)
2018: Memphis 14, Durham 4
(Columbus, Ohio)
2019: PCL vs. IL (Memphis,
Tenn.)
For more information on the

Redbirds’ upcoming 2019 sea-
son, which begins on March 25
with a “Battle of the Birds” ex-
hibition game against the St.
Louis Cardinals at AutoZone
Park, visit www.memphisred-
birds.com. Additional informa-
tion about ticket on-sales,
promotions, theme nights, and
giveaways will be available in
the coming weeks and months.

Working with the tight ends
for the Titans, Smith has
guided the group to new
heights, led by Delanie
Walker. From 2014-17,
Walker produced the top four
single-season receiving
yardage totals in franchise
history among tight ends. His
3,585 receiving yards ranked
third in the NFL during that
time period and reception
total (307) ranked second.
With Walker’s injury in the
first game of the 2018 sea-
son, the group of young tight
ends still posted 67 recep-
tions, 750 yards and seven
touchdowns. 

head coach in the middle of the
2015 season, Smith took over the
tight end group. He held that po-
sition through last season. 

Working with the tight ends for
the Titans, Smith has guided the
group to new heights, led by De-
lanie Walker. From 2014-17,
Walker produced the top four
single-season receiving yardage
totals in franchise history among
tight ends. His 3,585 receiving
yards ranked third in the NFL
during that time period and re-
ception total (307) ranked sec-
ond. With Walker’s injury in the
first game of the 2018 season,
the group of young tight ends
still posted 67 receptions, 750
yards and seven touchdowns. 

Prior to joining the Titans,
Smith spent one season (2010) at
the University of Mississippi as
an Administrative Assistant/De-
fensive Intern. He also spent two
years (2007-08) with the Wash-
ington Redskins as defensive
quality control coach and one
season (2006) as a graduate as-
sistant at his alma mater, the
University of North Carolina.

Smith was an offensive lineman
at the University of North Car-
olina. Born and raised in Mem-
phis, Smith and his wife, Allison,
have a son, Tanner and a daugh-
ter, Sophie.

Coach Hardaway said, " We
had a full week of great prac-
tices and competition and it
carried over. I couldn't have
been more proud of the
guys."

doubt as SMU only got it as
close as four points. The Tigers
led the entire game. Coach Hard-
away explained after the game, 
"The energy was crazy from the
beginning," Hardaway said. "I
think we are starting to believe in
what we are doing. The kids are
starting to buy more into the
game plan. Everyone is so into
what we are doing now as a
team, as a family, as a brother-
hood."
The Tigers hope to carry that
energy over to Temple where
they will face the Owls next
Thursday in Philadelphia. They
are currently 12-6 overall and 4-
1 in the American Athletic Con-
ference. The team clearly looks
like it is improving, and with
throwback efforts like this one, it
is hard to say otherwise.

Alliance of American Football players
donate and volunteer at food bank
during MLK Jr. Day Celebration 

“We are thrilled to have
the honor of hosting the
Triple-A National Champi-
onship Game once again at
AutoZone Park,” Redbirds
President/General Man-
ager Craig Unger said.
“This is a fantastic way to
finish the 20th season in
AutoZone Park history,
and being selected as re-
peat host is a feather in the
City of Memphis’ cap as it
celebrates its 200th an-
niversary...”
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